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My brothers and sisters, citizens and all residents of Israel, 
As the memorial trumpet fanfare fades away, as we rise from the 
graves of our fallen heroes, as our flag once more flies at full 
mast, let us say a blessing: 
Blessed be He who divides one sacred day from the next, who 
divides between the sanctity of memorial and the sanctity of the 
celebration of our liberation. 
 
Happy Independence Day! 
 
* * * * * 
 
Ahad Ha'Am concluded his notes from the First Zionist Congress 
with the words: "Israel's salvation will be brought by prophets, 
not by diplomats". 
 
Sixty-two years after the realization of the vision set out in 
[Herzl's] "Altneuland", we, the generation of the national revival, 
are well aware that the salvation of Israel was brought to us, not 
by Prophets, nor by diplomats, but only by those who dared to 
stop dreaming and begin to take action. 
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It was only [by the efforts of] those who were tired of waiting for 
the moment when an emperor, a foreign king or a government 
would express their willingness to allow the revival of the Jewish 
People in its homeland; only [by the efforts of] those who rose 
up and took action.   
Yes, this was what brought the salvation of Israel. 
 
* * * * *  
 
One hundred and fifty years ago, when Herzl, the Prophet of the 
State, was still a baby, the Jews of Jerusalem began to move 
outside the walls of the Old City that were smothering them. 
 
The first to leave, the first to rise up and take action, met with the 
ridicule of their contemporaries of little faith.  For many months 
they sat there alone before the first believers dared to join them – 
my ancestor, Rabbi Yosef-Yoshe Rivlin, with Rabbi Yoel Moshe 
Salomon and others in the neighbourhood of Nahalat Shiva 
which became the foundation of the New City. 
 
Many refused to move outside of the Wall – from fear of the 
Sultan, from fear of the Arabs, from fear of the anger of God, 
from fear, perhaps, of themselves.  But the message of the spirit 
of practical Zionism gradually captured a place in their hearts.   
The neighborhoods of Mea She'arim, Sukkat Shalom, Bet 
Yisra'el, and others were built – and the New City of Jerusalem 
grew and became a reality.  
 
Decades before Theodor Herzl formulated the essence of his 
Zionist philosophy, the pioneers of Jerusalem had already proved 
with their spirit and their bodies that "From Zion will go forth 
Zionism". 
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From Zion – a long time before [the First Zionist Congress at] 
Basel – went forth the message of the exit from the Old City 
Walls. 
 
From Zion, from here, from Jerusalem, a heavenly voice went 
forth and declared:   
"Jews, take your fate in your own hands!" and this voice found 
an echo in the words of Herzl:  "If you will it, it is no legend". 
 
Zionist action is the daring, sometimes of just a few pioneers, to 
take the leap of faith from that of passive longing to action; to 
break a new path even [if it leads to] a place that appears to have 
no exit. 
 
The demand of Zionism is the demand that calls on us all, 
generation after generation, to identify the walls – the physical, 
social and mental walls – that prevent our exit into freedom and 
to manage to overcome them. 
And indeed, we have split and burst through many walls. We 
broke down not only those walls that protected our yearnings for 
Zion , we also broke down social and cultural walls that divided 
us. 
 
Together, we cracked the walls that stood between new 
immigrants and veterans, between those from the east and the 
Ashkenazim. 
 
Together, we exchanged a hesitant acquaintance, full of 
prejudices, for a new, shared way of life. 
 
Together, we created a new Israeli spirit, of many voices, rich 
and complex. 
 
Together, we learned that for Zionist eyes, walls represent an 
obstacle. 
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* * * * *  
 
Citizens of Israel, today we are strong enough, secure enough of 
the justice of our way, to dare to bring down those walls that we 
have neglected over the years, and which we allowed to grow 
ever higher; those walls that divide between the Zionist majority 
and the various groups in Israeli society who do not share the 
Zionist Dream. 
 
Yet it is now, in this era of cultural openness, that we are 
witnessing a dangerous process where each group is shutting 
itself more and more inside its own four walls. 
 
This construction of protective walls brings with it not only 
cultural or political polarization, but also a fatal separatism in 
daily life. 
 
Look, for example, at what Jerusalem has become over the past 
decade: separate neighborhoods, separate public transport, 
separate shopping centers; for Haredim and for the secular, 
for Arabs and for Jews. One Ghetto after another, separated by 
walls of alienation, if not by walls of concrete. 
 
Look at how far the reality of Jerusalem today has moved from 
the vision of "a city that is joined together". 
 
As we stand here today facing such a serious and painful attack 
on our sovereignty over our capital city, can we say, without 
hesitation, that we are not responsible for the crime of its 
division into tribal groupings, into a patchwork of parts? 
 
Maybe we have again become addicted to walls, to those same 
walls that supposedly protect us from the "other", but in fact only 



 5

bind us to our fears? – Our fear of "the other" on the other side of 
the wall. Especially in Jerusalem, whether "the other" is an Arab 
or a Haredi opposed to the very essence of Zionism, against all 
that Zionism has done here during the past one hundred and fifty 
years. 
 
How ironic it is that the "devoted Zionists" and the "Post 
Zionists" among us, both on the Right and on the Left, are in fact 
nothing but "Pre-Zionists", Jews whose existence depends, just 
as it did one hundred and fifty years ago, on the protection of 
walls: walls – between them and all those who do not share their 
world view. 
 
The mentality of concrete walls and barbed wire, the mentality of 
shutting oneself into homogeneous neighborhoods, the mentality 
of fleeing from dialogue with "the other" – is not only destructive 
for our social and civil infrastructure; it is also what today 
enables those voices that demand that Jerusalem be torn apart. 
 
Even today, when the sword is waving over Jerusalem; even 
now, many among us respond to the threat – with a yawn. 
For even Jerusalem is a matter for "others" (the Haredim, the 
Arabs, the poor, the religious, for all those ignorant and fanatical 
Jerusalemites "somewhere out there, in the hills"); 
 
Because for many, even Jerusalem is on the other side of "the 
wall", and there are those who seek to present it as irrelevant, and 
its residents as "others". 
 
Why? 
Because with this approach it is easer to sell us [the idea] that 
Jerusalem is an obstacle, that Jerusalem is "the problem"; for it is 
much more difficult to give up a Jerusalem that is relevant. 
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Our ability to ward off the attack on Jerusalem depends, as 
always, not on prophets and not on diplomats. 
 
It is dependent on the question as to whether from Zion, model-
2010, will go forth a Zionism that realizes dreams and breaks 
down walls, or whether what will go forth will be an apologetic, 
Diaspora-style stuttering hesitation that takes refuge behind 
walls. 
 
It depends on the question as to whether we can meet the 
challenges we face as people with a shared fate, or as opponents. 
Today, we already understand that our shared task of facing the 
Zionist challenges of 2010 does not have to exclude everyone 
who does not regard himself as a Zionist. 
 
We are strong enough to throw open the gates to the Israeli way 
of life even to those who do not share our dreams; in order to 
build a civil society, together, in partnership, also with those for 
whom Zionism is not their "cup of tea"; and even with those who 
do not share our celebration this evening. 
 
But do not misunderstand us: 
There will be no partnership with those who demand that we blur 
the Zionist character of the State. 
We shall not apologize: 
For conquering Katamon, Jaffa or Zfat, or for liberating Hebron, 
or for the building of Jerusalem, our capital city. 
 
*  *  *  *  * 
 
 
 
I shall end with a quotation from the Talmud, whose message is 
more relevant than ever: 
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"The Holy One, Blessed be He, sought to limit Jerusalem to a 
specified measure . . . His ministering angels said to Him, 
'Master of the Universe, you created many towns in your world 
for the nations of the world and you did not give them a specified 
measure in length or width. Jerusalem, within which are Your 
Name and Your Temple and the righteous, there you will give a 
specified measure!?' God replied immediately: 'Jerusalem will be 
inhabited without walls!'" 
 
* * * * *  
 
My brothers, my friends, 
 
Jerusalem deserves to be inhabited "without walls", without 
walls that darken its glory; 
We all, all the Israelis, deserve to live without confining walls, 
without walls that stifle our vision. 
Then our legend will become reality. 
 
Happy Independence Day, Jerusalem! 
Happy Independence Day, Israel! 
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